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The Sunday Edition from CBC Radio (Highlights)
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- CBC Radio’s The Sunday Editian is a lively three-hour pragram of
conversation, documentaries and music. Michael Enright, an
accomplished journalist and broadcaster, is the host and tackles
everything from politics to pop culture, in Canada and around the
world.

Updated: Weekly

Download episodes from this podcast for: 6 months

Podcasting FAQs | All CBC Podcasts

The Sunday Edition)

December 16, 2012 Edition — The Sunday Edition

Listen to the podcast by following this link:

http://www.cbc.ca/thesundayedition/popupaudio.html?cliplds=2316350249#

View the webpage for episode by following this link:
http://www.cbc.ca/thesundayedition/shows/2012/12/16/sharing-not-buying-qgifts-at-christmas/

This webpage has been reconstructed below:
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Cver the past o=ntury, Christmss has cecome an

snnusl excuse for frenzied, even patholegics!
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consumerism. Sure, it helps businesses big snd
small, but do we reslly ne=d sll that stuff?

reslly nesd their own

ouldn't nsightours just shars

Stay Connected with The Sunday
Edition

? f & =

sodcusts  Sscetcok Tt e

sbout giving, and we know

185 i
its better to give than to recsive. But mors and
mors people argus its sven better to shars than

Either way, emerging slternstives to
consumerism sesk to chsllenge our way of life
and restructure our economy. Sharing

networks .. toth lecsl and internstionsl ... have
spaked 3 movemeant called collsbeorstive
consumption, forming a parallel econemy worth
hundreds of dillions of dollars a year
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is the foundser and Chisf Sharer of the British '
group, The People Who Share. And Aiden

Enns is the co-founder of buynothingchristmas.org snd the putlisher of Geez 40 Listen
magszine.
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Excellent segment. My onhy regret is that we environmentalists spend altogether
too much time debating what is the “best” approach to take on any particular
isswe. Somehow we forget that different strategies engage different people, that
a spectrum of approsches are necessany, and that it all matters. Why not
support the full diversity of the mowvement rather than jockeying for positioned
as "most enlightened/perfect position?
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This year we decided to use some of our resowrces to bring friends to se= us
over the holidsys. We have started charitsble donstions = gifts with friends-
spesking to them shead of time to see if it suits them to do the same. We have
reduced the number of gifts substantislly and it fesls =0 much better. A
contribution to and on behalf of others makes some diff

=rence in the schems of
thing and a huge differance in the fesling you have to find a perfect at best or
suitable at least gift. Much maore relaxing to watch the days of Decembser pass!
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thank you CBC - that was a gift to me.

affter 20 years of working on issues swrrounding consumerism it's nice to ses
this conwersation getting brosder. but gesz, 20 years is a long time.

speaking of Gesz, thanks for both guests you had on this one - this segment
could have aaaih.-' slipped into a Capitalism + Sharing sing-a-long, but i think the
desper roots of the issues were exposed - that of 3 growth and greed-based
economy that externalizes socisl and environmentsl costs for todsy and many
generations into the futwre. so thank you again.

one thing - your guestion about the “wtopian” dream of these sharing activities - i
hope it's mow clear to the show and it's listeners that the real Utopian dream is
the one we're masthy living in - one that commedifies life through money and
profit while knowlinghy killing the veny life support systems on this planst. a
great example: the Tar Sands. scientists tell us that if we burn the world's
remaining oil resarves it's game over for climate change. so we have the ethical
question of our time: do we kesp buming carbon in the name of economic
progress, of redefine progress itself. i think the sharing economy is one good
step i the right direction.

next up, how about a show on the Commons?
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Hids don't miss new goods under the tree if you are spending time with them,
creating with them etc. | liked the examples wsed on the show. Good points. |
especially liked the dilemma presented by the MEC example ~"they are my
people, but | bear 3 burden...” that some are left out of that joyful MEC fesl.
Thanks fior being open about that point.
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1 just heard the segment on the radio outin Alberta, and was interested in
Wichael's push to correlate a religious connection to this movement. | wanted to
write in and share what Aiden Enns should have said as a Christian undertaking a
Buy Mothing Christmas (no offense Aiden). One of the reasons that gift giving
became related to Christmas is atthe heart of the Christmas story: Jesus Christ
gave himself for all humanity, and out of a recognition of that invaluable gift of
forgiveness and life we then can turn and give gifts that bless others too, not as a
cheap imitation of what Gad has done, but in response to the love that has been
shown us. Christ gave himself as a qgift: he left heaven to live as a human, he lived
his life serving the poor and needy, and his ultimate gift was his death, which
wipes out or sin before God, and his resurrection, which gives us new life now and
in eternity. God didn't come down to present salvation in a beautiful box with a
perfect bow; he gave himself and lived among us, sening, loving, and suffering so
that we could partake of the gift that he has in store. So if Buy Mothing Christmas
has religious roots, it should stem directly from a recognition that we have been
given a gift which far exceeds all other Christmas gifts, and that out of thankfulness
we should seek to give of ourselves just as Christ has done. Thanks for the great
show.
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